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International Baccalaureate (IB) Primary Years 
Programme (PYP) at Northeast Elementary 

 
 
Michael Clow, Principal 

Bill Parker, IB Coordinator 

 

Northeast Elementary School was designated an International Baccalaureate (IB) Candidate School on April 19, 2012. 

This honor and achievement represents a culmination of years of hard work by the Northeast administration, faculty, 

staff and students.  Our Primary Years Programme (PYP) for students ages 3 to 12, focuses on the development of the 

whole child as an inquirer, both in the classroom and in the world outside. 

 

CLICK HERE to view the IB created video: Education for A Better World: The IB Primary Years Programme 

At Northeast, we believe that knowledge is “actively built, not passively learned”.   We will soon begin to offer an inquiry 

based curriculum that empowers students as they develop as knowledgeable, respectful, compassionate, and 

responsible world citizens and reflective life-long learners. 

 

Our IB curriculum will be collaboratively crafted by teams of our own teachers. These lessons will be taught and 

thoughtfully revised to reflect best practices in education and to best meet the needs of our students. Curriculum, 

lessons, and learning activities are based on national and Colorado State Standards.  

 

 

COLLABORATIVE PLANNING AT NORTHEAST 

 

http://www.blip.tv/file/3652023/
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What Makes the IB Unique?  

 

The Primary Years Programme (PYP) focuses on the heart and the mind and addresses social, physical, emotional and 

cultural needs as well as academic ones.  At the heart of the PYP is a commitment to structured inquiry as a vehicle for 

learning. Six transdisciplinary themes help teachers and children explore knowledge in the broadest sense of the word.  

 

Teachers and students use key questions that are concept based to structure the units of inquiry. They acquire and 

apply transdisciplinary skills while developing an understanding of these important concepts. The development of explicit 

attitudes and the expectation of socially responsible behavior are also essential elements of this program. 

 

We emphasize the development of the whole student – physically, intellectually, 

emotionally and ethically. 

 

 

 
 

STRUCTURED INQUIRY DRIVES ENGAGEMENT FOR THESE 3RD GRADERS 



3 
 

 

 

Developing the International Baccalaureate (IB) Student 

 

The bedrock of the Primary Years Programme (PYP) is the Learner Profile.  We use these ten attributes to define and 

develop an internationally-minded person.  At Northeast, we think: “What kind of person do we want our students to be?” 

The aim of the PYP is to develop internationally-minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared 

guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.  The Northeast learning environment fosters 

students in their development to be: inquirers, thinkers, communicators, risk-takers, knowledgeable, principled, caring, 

open-minded, balanced and reflective.  In all areas of the school, the teachers and staff model these attributes. Learning 

experiences are created so that the students are able to develop these characteristics.  This profile helps teachers and 

students establish goals, plan units of inquiry, and assess performance.  

 

CLICK HERE to view the IB Learner Profile Video 

 

 
DEVELOPING AN IB STUDENT BEGINS EARLY AT NORTHEAST 

 

 

 

http://www.ibo.org/programmes/profile/
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IB Learner Profile 

  

Inquirers 

• develop natural curiosity  

• acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in 

learning 

• enjoy learning that will be sustained throughout their lives 

Knowledgeable 

• explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance  

• acquire in-depth knowledge  

• develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines. 

Thinkers 

• exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and 

approach complex problems 

• make reasoned, ethical decisions. 

Communicators 

• understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one 

language and in a variety of modes of communication 

• work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others 

Principled  

• act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect 

• for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities 

• take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them 

Open-minded 

• understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories 

• open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities  

• accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view 

Caring 

• show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others 

• demonstrate a personal commitment to service 

• act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment 

Risk-takers 

• approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought 

• have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies 

• bravely and articulately defend their beliefs  

Balanced 
• understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve 

personal well-being for themselves and others 

Reflective 

• give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience 

• assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and 

personal development 
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All students at Northeast Elementary School will continue developing an IB mindset by learning a second language. 

Spanish instruction is part of our curriculum beginning in kindergarten through sixth grade. 

 

NORTHEAST IS FORTUNATE TO HAVE MANY BILINGUAL STUDENTS AND TEACHERS 
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PYP Essential Elements 

To achieve a balance in learning, the PYP emphasizes the five parts of the curriculum which are called the Essential 

Elements of the curriculum.  

 

These five elements are CONCEPTS, KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS, ATTITUDES and ACTION. 

 

 

 

KNOWLEDGE  

Curriculum at Northeast Elementary School will be organized K-6 into Six Transdisciplinary Themes. These themes are 

designed to guide students and teachers to focus on the “big ideas” important to learning about ourselves and the world. 

They are both simple and very complex. Each theme is taught at each grade level with appropriate emphasis for the age 

and stage of the student. Students spiral through the themes during their studies at Northeast building an ever-growing 

understanding, deeper connections and comprehension, and a strong knowledge base.  

 

Each of the six themes involve approximately six weeks of guided inquiry each year. Themes are intended to be 

“transdisciplinary”, which means that each theme includes areas of study and curriculum from all the various subject 

matter. Teaching and learning become more relevant, real, and authentic when students meld mathematics, science, 

literacy, social studies, and other content areas into an inquiry. 
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Who we are: an inquiry into 

o The nature of the self 

o Beliefs and values 

o Personal, physical, mental, social, and spiritual health 

o Human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures 

o Rights and responsibilities 

o What it means to be human 

 

Where we are in place and time: an inquiry into 

o Orientation in place and time 

o Personal histories 

o Homes and journeys 

o The discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind 

 

How we express ourselves: an inquiry into 

o The ways which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture 

o Beliefs and values 

o The ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity 

o Our appreciation of the aesthetic 

 

How the world works: an inquiry into 

o The natural world and its laws  

o The interaction between the natural world (physical and biological) and human societies  

o How humans use their understanding of scientific principles  

o The impact of scientific and technological advances on society and on the environment 

 

 

 

 



8 
 

 

How we organize ourselves: an inquiry into 

o The interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities 

o The structure and function of organizations  

o Societal decision-making 

o Economic activities and their impact on humankind and the environment 

 

Sharing the planet: an inquiry into 

o Rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other people and with other living things  

o Communities and the relationships within and between them  

o Access to equal opportunities 

o Peace and conflict resolution 

 

 

 

 

 

Where we are in place and time 
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What do we want the children to know?  

The Programme of Inquiry is a guiding document written and revised collaboratively by Northeast grade level teams 

which include all teachers at Northeast. It is organized into six themed units by grade level, to frame the curriculum of 

the school year. Each Unit of Inquiry will include a Central Idea and Lines of Inquiry, Key Concepts, Attitudes, Learner 

Profile Attributes, and Transdisciplinary Skills to be developed during the inquiry. In addition, each classroom will display 

the current unit of inquiry along with student questions and work. 

 

The Programme of Inquiry or POI will soon be displayed next to the main office at Northeast. Current units of inquiry will 

be marked with tags: “Now Showing” and the upcoming inquiry will be labeled “Coming Soon.”  

 

 

All units are based on teaching through  

• Wondering 

• Questioning 

• Experimenting  

• Researching  

• Emphasizing meaning and understanding 

  

 

• Linking new knowledge with existing knowledge (Vygotsky) 

• Meaningful play (Piaget) 

• Making connections (Bruner, Gardner) 

 

 

 

• Learning styles (Gardner) 

• Helping kids in their inherent need to make sense of their world 



10 
 

CONCEPTS: Teaching and Learning is Concept Driven 

At Northeast, teaching and learning is concept driven. Eight Key Concepts define types of questions that can be used to 

thoroughly explore any topic or inquiry. Students and teachers use concepts to create questions, expand understanding 

and comprehension, and to delve deeper into the curriculum. Imagine a subject or area that you might like to learn more 

about. Concepts create building blocks for learning. 

 

 

Why a Concepts-Based Curriculum? 

“The traditional design of a curriculum did not come into question when business operated with an industrial model that 

called for factory workers who could follow orders, carry on repetitive tasks with little thought, and work in relative 

isolation. But business has changed drastically, and education is adapting to meet the need for workers who can identify 

and solve complex problems, think independently as well as in team situations, and exhibit the characteristics of leaders 

no matter what their job in an organization.” - Lynn Erickson, 2002 

SKILLS: What do we want the students to be able to do?  

Best practice in education has always included a strong skill component. The construction of meaning and, therefore, 

understanding is complemented by the students’ acquiring and applying a range of skills. At Northeast Elementary 

School, our curriculum will include Transdisciplinary Skills incorporated within the units of inquiry. Together with 

Colorado State and National Standards, Transdisciplinary Skills provide the foundation of skill development to enable 

our students to succeed.  
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ATTITUDES: What do we want students to feel, value and demonstrate? 

While recognizing the importance of knowledge, concepts and skills, these alone do not make an IB student. It is vital 

that there is also focus on the development of personal attitudes towards people, towards the environment, and towards 

learning. These attitudes will contribute to the well-being of the individual and of the group.  

 

Making the PYP Happen: What attitudes does the PYP suggest that schools should 

encourage?  
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ACTION: How do we want the students to act?  

We encourage a positive attitude to learning by challenging students to solve problems, show creativity and 

resourcefulness and participate actively in their communities. Students at Northeast will be challenged to choose his or 

her actions based on learning and interests that arise during inquiries. The Action Cycle is a working model to guide 

learning experiences, research, inquiry and social interactions. This never ending cycle includes reflection, choice and 

action. 

 

 

ACTION AT NORTHEAST CAN TAKE MANY FORMS 
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TEACHING THROUGH INQUIRY 

 

Why is a commitment to inquiry and the construction of meaning important? 

 

‘The mind is not a vessel to be filled, but a fire to be kindled.’ - Plutarch 

 

Inquiry is a cognitive and communicative act that links inner and outer dialog, enabling 

learners to discover the power of their own minds. 

 

The curriculum at Northeast Elementary School will soon emphasize the active construction of meaning so that students’ 

learning will be purposeful and infused with inquiry. 

 

 

  

CLICK HERE to read the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme General Regulations 

Example of how second-graders’ inquiry into “personal choices affect the environment” 

inspired them to independent action 

In class, students participated in discussions, projects, experiments and research about systems to recycle, reduce and 

reuse waste as well as each individual’s responsibilities toward the environment. The IB structure of the lessons 

encouraged students to connect their learning to their lives and the world around them. It was also designed to develop 

higher-level thinking and a deeper understanding of different concepts, thus creating a greater self-awareness and self-

empowerment in the students. Subsequently, independent of the school requirement and with reflection on what they 

had learned, various students took the initiative to implement community and family projects. One student collected old 

jeans to donate to a program that uses denim for housing insulation. Another student organized a litter pluck for her 

family. Many other second-graders implemented and enforced stringent recycling rules at home for themselves and their 

relatives. 

 

 

http://monticelloschools.net/ChaseEL/pdfs/PYPregulations.pdf
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IB Mission Statement 

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a 

better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end, the organization works with 

schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and 

rigorous assessment. These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and 

lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. 

IB History (from www.ibo.org) 

The International Baccalaureate was founded in Geneva, Switzerland in 1968 as a non-profit educational foundation. A 

group of talented, forward-thinking teachers at the International School of Geneva, with assistance from several other 

international schools, created the IB diploma Programme. What started as a single programme for internationally mobile 

students preparing for university, has today grown into three programmes for students aged 3 to 19. The IB offers high 

quality programmes of international education to a worldwide community of schools. There are more than one million IB 

students at 3,400 schools in 141 countries. Carrying forward the ideals and dreams of the IB founders, the organization 

exists to provide high quality education for a better world. 

 

 

 

 


